COUNTER ATTACK

dos> LS

SOCCER-IRAN.COM




Counterattack
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A counterattack 1s possible when the opponents send
most of all of their players forward, but lose
possession of the ball. The
counterattacking team uses rapid transition and direct
play to get numbers up and to get a shot.
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» The first principle of counterattack 1s that the
counterattacking side must take any risk to

ensure that the ball moves forward at top speed
to the opponent's goal without ever stopping.
The ball must not stop moving forward.
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* By passing the ball forward and by running
with the ball at best speed, and by ensuring
hat the ball never stops moving forward for
any reason, every opponent beaten by the first
pass from the counterattacking team will be
unable to recover to help defend.
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* The second principle of counterattack 1s
transition, getting numbers up in the opponent's
half so quickly that defenders are numbers down
against a ball that won't stop moving to goal.
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Counterattack Passing
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Train toward passing directly forward to the forward most player or to the player
in the best position to go directly forward to goal.
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When your attacker with the ball and a supporting attacker reach the last
defender, the last pass goes to SPACE behind the last defender.
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During the counterattack, no pass to the wing can be allowed, as it allows
opponents can recover while the ball goes sideways on the field, killing the
counterattack.
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No player may hold the ball or delay a pass forward that is available, as this too
kills the counterattack.
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Counterattack Finishing With No Supporting Attacker
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What the last defender fears most 1s that the attacker with the ball
will not stop moving to goal at top speed. The defender fears being

left alone and forced to tackle, ad fears the possibility of the
embarrassment of a missed tackle. Putting the opposing defender
in this situation i1s required to succeed in counterattack, and
moving forward without stopping will create this situation.
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When faced with a defender in the final third, your attacker with the
ball must be willing to take the risk of losing the ball in order to get a
shot. Encourage your attacker to take on the last defender to get a
shot, not to hold the ball. Persistence will yield good results. In

training, your attacker might lose 7 balls out of 10, get 3 shots, and
score 1 goal. In the real match, you would gladly lose 7 balls to get 1

goal.
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Counterattack Finishing With a Supporting Attacker
01 Cloz prlpe 3 b Ao 5 53 315

When a second attacker 1s available, the first attacker must take on
the last defender, nd must run straight to the defender with the

ball to freeze the defender. As the defender steps forward or
prepares to tackle, the first attacker should play the ball into the
space behind the defender for the second attacker to finish. Passes
against unsupported defenders go to space behind the defender,
not to feet in front of the defender.
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Common Failure Modes
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The ball is well cleared but your strikers don't get it and turn it. Counterattack never

starts. ;.8 &9).»1: 2 J.g}b CV PR Y PR W .).3|93 L5’°';9| Ll 0w r,.>l.p,o O 9 0w Cé.s WX g

1: Your midfielder passes to the wing near the touch-line. Nice chance to start a

crossing attack, but the counterattack 1s over. < ol saswe (ol s LS g la aied @ 1) g5 Ls Sla
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2: When challenged, your player near midfield holds the ball a few moments before

playing the ball forward to another attacker or forward into space. abe 4 K555 (5550 alile)
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opponents recover because the ball stopped moving forward. s ,> i :
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4: In final third, first attacker (with ball) does not run directly at last defender,
but slightly to the side, gets slowly steered away from the goal.
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5: While both your first attacker (with the ball) and a second attacker move
toward the opposing sweeper in the final third, the first attacker passes to the
second attacker's feet in front of the sweeper, instead of passing to space behind
the sweeper. The sweeper 1s comfortable with your two players passing it
around outside the 18, but no one gets close to shooting
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